SULLA

Sulla provided Rome with a new constitution which
deprived the plebs of the greater part of the rights they
had so painfully acquired. The Senate, which Marius
had reduced almost to the level of an advisory body,
was accorded sovereign powers. The patricians breathed
again and considered themselves assured of a long period
of power.

However, Sulla's reforms were by no means so satis-
factory as they had at first appeared. There was, in his
autocratic system of government, no element of the
stability required for adjusting the quarrels that were
always going on between the plebs and the aristocracy.

The plebs might be terrorized into silence for the time
being, but the day would surely come when they would
seek to cast off the yoke that bore so heavily upon them.
They had already tested their strength, and whenever
a leader should arise and bid them cast down the op-
pressor, it was only too certain that they would obey
his call.

Sulla's experiment was bound to end in disaster. No
one can build a lasting social order on a foundation of
blood, save by exterminating a whole race, and that is
an impossibility. Perhaps Sulla's regime might have
lasted longer if the dictator himself had lived, but he
died two years after carrying out his counter-revolution.
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